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SUBJECT: GOOD WISHES ON PAKISTAN RECOGNITION OF BANGLADESH 

1. DEP. ASSISTANT SECRETARY SOBER TELEPHONED BD AND PAK 
AMBASSADORS MORNING FEBRUARY 22 TO CONGRATULATE THEM ON 
BHUTTO S ANNOUNCEMENT OF RECOGNITION OF BDG. SOBER EX- 
PRESSED HOPE THIS STEP WILL PAVE WAY TO IMPORTANT FURTHER 
PROGRESS IN NORMALIZING RELATIONS IN SUBCONTINENT. BOTH 
AMBASSADORS EXPRESSED GREAT PLEASURE OVER RECOGNITION. 

AS DID INDIAN MINISTER IN SEPARATE TALK WITH SOBER. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND FROM PAK EMBASSY THAT AMBASSADOR YAQUB 
TOOK INITIATIVE IN CALLING AMBASSADOR HOSSAIN ALI FOLLOW- 
ING RECOGNITION ANNOUNCEMENT. THIS WAS THE FIRST DIRECT 
CONTACT BETWEEN THE TWO. RUSH 
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